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OWNER NAME 
ADDRESS LINE 1 
ADDRESS LINE 2 
POSTAL CODE 

 
April 20, 2018 
 
Re:  Township of Algonquin Highlands Septic Re-Inspection Program 
 INSPECTION PROPERTY ADDRESS 
 INSPECTION PROPERTY ROLL NUMBER 

Septic Inspection Notification Letter and Information Package 

Dear Property Owner, 

In accordance with the Township of Algonquin Highlands (the “Township”) By-Law 2018-35, this letter is intended to 
notify you that the above noted property is scheduled to have a septic re-inspection completed during the 2018 inspection 
period (approximately May - September, 2018). The program is being administered by WSP Canada Inc. (“WSP”) on 
behalf of the Township. 

The purpose of the Septic Re-Inspection Program is to inspect existing (Class 1 - Class 5) on-site septic systems, as 
defined by the Ontario Building Code (OBC), in order to identify maintenance concerns as outlined under Section 8.9 of 
the OBC. Please note that this includes septic systems, advanced treatment systems, out-houses, composting toilets, 
incinerating toilets, greywater systems, cesspools and holding tanks. Participation in the program is mandatory in 
accordance with By-Law 2018-35. For further information please refer to the Quick Reference Guide, attached. A Septic 
Questionnaire, has also been provided to aid in the inspection process, which should be submitted to the inspector at the 
start of the inspection. 
 

 
Q: How do I know that my property requires an inspection? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

*WSP is required to confirm with the Township if your system is less than 5 years old, or if the property is un-serviced.  
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Q: How do I schedule my inspection? 
 

Contact WSP by June 1, 2018, to arrange an inspection date and time window of your preference. Inspections can be 
completed throughout the week (Monday through Friday) and select Saturday or Sunday appointments between 8:30 am 
to 6:30 pm. Inspections will be scheduled on a first come, first serve basis. Please note that inspections will be grouped in 
morning (8:30 am – 1:00 pm) and afternoon (12:00 pm – 6:00 pm) time blocks. Specific inspection times cannot be 
provided. If specialized access is required (i.e. boat access only, ATV access only, etc.) then WSP must be notified while 
booking the inspection. 

To book your preferred inspection date, please contact the WSP Scheduling Assistant by email, telephone, mail, or fax 
with the following contact information: 

Telephone: 1-289-984-0432 – Project Direct Number (International and Canada) 

1-800-263-7419 – Toll-Free (Canada only) 

E-mail: ah.info@wsp.com 

Mail: WSP Canada Inc. 

126 Don Hillock Drive, Suite 2, Aurora, ON  L4G 6P1 

Attention:  Algonquin Septic Re-Inspection Team 

  Fax: 905-727-0463 

  Office Hours: Monday – Friday (8:30 am – 4:30 pm) 

  
When you contact WSP to book your inspection, please have the following information available:  

— Municipal address (or, if unavailable, tax roll number) of your property to be inspected; 
— A preferred inspection date, a backup inspection date and preferred time block (i.e. morning or afternoon); 
— Name of the Owner or representative(s) (over the age of 18) that will be present for the inspection and a contact 

number that can be used on the day of the inspection; 
— The type of septic system and estimated installation date (if known) and,  
— Any property access details to be disclosed to WSP. 
 

 

Q: Do I need to be present at the inspection? 
 

 

It is required that WSP meet with either the Owner (or a representative of the Owner over the age of 18) at 
the inspection time and location to review the results of the inspection report, otherwise it will be incomplete 
and require another visit. If two visits are required at the property, two (2) inspection fees will be charged.  

 

 

Q: What happens if I do not schedule an inspection? 

 

If you do not successfully schedule an inspection date with WSP by June 1, 2018, WSP will assign an inspection date and 
time window for your property. A Mandatory Inspection Letter will be issued by the end of June 2018, to notify you of 
your assigned inspection. If the Owner or representative is unavailable to attend their inspection on the assigned date, the 
Owner must contact WSP to reschedule their inspection. Cancellation Policy: Cancellation of appointments must be made 
directly with WSP, at minimum, forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the inspection date to avoid having an incomplete 
inspection. Additional fees will apply for all incomplete inspections. 

 

Please have the following information available: 
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Due to safety regulations – you are required to prepare your property for the inspection: 
 

If your property is serviced by a Class 4 (septic tank and leaching bed/weeping tile) system, the following is required: 

— The Owner must unearth the lid(s) of the septic tank and provide sufficient clearance to remove the lid(s) if they are 
buried prior to the inspector’s arrival. Due to the possible presence of buried utilities, WSP cannot dig up the tank 
lid(s) for you on-site.   

— Please note that most septic/pre-treatment tanks have two lids. Both lids are to be uncovered for the inspection.  
— If the lid(s) are underneath a deck, the Owner shall make the lid(s) accessible via an access hatch.  
— If the tank lid(s) are not standard size (≥ 35 lbs, or approximately 18’’ x 18’’ in size) and/or are not outfitted with a 

weight bearing handle, it is the responsibility of the owner to remove the lid at the time of the inspection.  
 
For further information about all other classes of systems see the “Quick Reference Guide”. 
 

 

If specialized directions or access is required (i.e. boat access only,  
ATV access only, etc.) then WSP must be notified before the inspection. 

 

It is recommended that the Owner provide WSP any specific instructions on locating the property, and any specific access 
requirements at the time of scheduling the inspection. If your property has restricted access (i.e. boat access only, etc.,) 
you may be required to schedule during a specific time-block allocated to your lake or region. Co-ordination of Owners 
with neighbouring properties is encouraged for scheduling purposes.  
 

 

Q: What will the inspector be looking for? 
 

 

The Inspector will be looking for signs of maintenance/operational issues (Code Contraventions of Section 8.9 of the Ontario 

Building Code) as well as separation distance of system components to surface water features and water supplies. WSP will 

not be evaluating compliance to current (OBC, 2012) design/ installation specifications. Please note that if you have an 

advanced treatment unit, the WSP Inspector is not authorized to open the unit and as such, the inspection of these systems 

will be limited to pre-treatment and pumping tank(s), if present, and the leaching bed. (See “Quick Reference Guide”.) 
 

 

Q: Is WSP the only company that can complete the inspection? 
 

The Owner of the property may choose to retain an alternative septic inspector (or a “Third Party”) to complete the septic 
system inspection under this program. Third Party inspections will be reviewed by WSP and accepted by the Township if 
the conditions below are adhered to.  

— The inspection is completed by a person who is qualified as per Sentence 1.10.1.3.(3) of Division C of the Ontario 
Building Code, stipulating that they possess one of the following credentials: 

— A valid BCIN number for the inspection, installation or design of on-site sewage systems (Part 8 and General Legal 
Process); 

— A license, certificate of practice or temporary licence under the Architects Act; or,  
— A license, or a temporary license under the Professional Engineers Act.  
— These credentials must be valid during the inspection time window (May-September 2018).  
— The inspection has been completed since 2013, or within five (5) years of your target inspection year (2018).  
— The approved WSP form and the provincially standardized Certification form has been completed by the Third Party 

and submitted to WSP.  
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Q: What are the fees associated with the inspection process? 
 

There are three (3) possible fees incurred for the Septic Re-Inspection Program, as follows:  

 

 

 

1) The Owner will be invoiced an inspection fee in the amount of $179.11, directly by the Township of Algonquin 
Highlands after the inspection is completed and the report is mailed to the Owner. The Township will also be sent a copy 
of the Inspection Report.  

2) The Owner will be invoiced a Third Party inspection review fee in the amount of $127.20 in order to review and 
transcribe the report, and to confirm the validity of the Third Party Reviewer. This invoice will be sent directly by the 
Township of Algonquin Highlands after the review is complete and the report is mailed to the Owner and Township. 

3) If your inspection could not be completed because of (but not limited to) the following reasons:  

— The Owner or representative was not present during scheduled/assigned time block;  
— The septic tank lid(s) were not exposed; 
— Oversized tank lid(s) were not removed, or adequate access was not provided; 
— Insufficient clearance distances to remove lid; or, 
— WSP was not made aware of specialized access restrictions such as boat access only, etc.   

WSP will notify the Township that your inspection is outstanding/incomplete and a supplemental inspection visit will be 
required. For each supplemental inspection, an additional fee of $179.11 will be invoiced.  

Inquiries regarding the inspection fee should be directed to the Township of Algonquin Highlands, Building Division at 
(705)-489-2379. 

 

 

Q: Where can I find more information? 
 

Details about the inspection process are provided in the attached “Quick Reference Guide.” WSP will be hosting an 
information session on May 20th, 2018, and a leaflet with information on the location and time is also attached.  

If you have any questions regarding the scheduling or inspection process, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you 

in advance for your cooperation.  

Sincerely, 

WSP Canada Inc. 

 

 

 

Kathryn Stasiuk, EIT | Project Coordinator 

ah.info@wsp.com | www.wsp.com 

(289) 984-0432 
 

Attachments: Septic Questionnaire, Quick Reference Guide, Septic Re-Inspection Program Information Session Announcement 

 (1) Inspection Fee  
($179.11) 

(2) Third Party Inspection 
Review Fee ($127.20) 

 

(3) Extra Inspection Fee 
($179.11 per visit) 

 



                                          
Township of Algonquin Highlands WSP Canada Inc.  
Building Department   Septic Re-Inspection Project Team  
1123 North Shore Road   126 Don Hillock Drive, Suite 2 
Algonquin Highlands, Ontario  Aurora, Ontario 
K0M 1J1        L4G 0G9 
705-489-2379      1-800-263-7419 (in Canada only) or 905-750-3080 
 

 

Unit 2 
126 Don Hillock Drive 
Aurora, ON, Canada  L4G 0G9 
  
  
T: +1 905 750-3080 
F: +1 905 727-0463 
 

 
Owner Name 1 
Owner Name 2 
Address 1 
Address 2 
 

 

August 8, 2017 

Subject:  Township of Algonquin Highlands Septic Re-Inspection Program: Introduction Letter 
 

Dear Resident: 

The Township of Algonquin Highlands has recently implemented a Septic Re-Inspection Program for its residents. WSP Canada Inc. 
(WSP), as a third party consultant, is administrating the Septic Re-Inspection Program on behalf of the Township of Algonquin 
Highlands (the Township) and will be starting inspections in the spring of 2018. Effected residents are being contacted at this time 
to provide an introduction to the program, and to invite residents to a Public Information Session (detailed further below).  

SEPTIC RE-INSPECTION PROGRAM  
The Septic Re-Inspection Program is a discretionary program that has been initiated by the Township of Algonquin Highlands to 
help preserve and protect surface water and groundwater quality.  The program will include inspections of all properties within 
the Township serviced by one or more on-site sewage systems in accordance with the amended Ontario Building Code (O. Reg. 
332/12).  All existing on-site sewage systems regulated by the Ontario Building Code will be inspected for malfunction, 
deterioration, misuse and overall compliance with Part 8.9 of the Ontario Building Code in order to identify any operation and 
maintenance issues that could pose possible risk to human and environmental health. 

WSP has developed the Septic Re-Inspection Program based on the re-inspection guidelines provided by the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing and in conjunction with the requests of the Township of Algonquin Highlands.  Class 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 sewage 
systems, as defined by the Ontario Building Code, must be inspected by WSP under the Program. Listed below are various classes of 
sewage systems that require an inspection: 

— Class 1: Chemical/Composting Toilet, Portable Privy, Earth Pit Privy, Pail Privy, Privy Vault, Outhouse 
— Class 2: Greywater System 
— Class 3: Cesspool 
— Class 4: Septic Tank and Leaching Bed System (including those with advanced treatment systems) 
— Class 5: Holding Tank   



 

Please note that if you do not have a septic system on your property, or have had a system installed and inspected by the Township 
within five (5) years of your target inspection year, it is your responsibility to notify WSP of this information in order to remove 
your property from the list of inspection properties.  WSP will confirm this information with the Township of Algonquin Highlands. 

The approximately 4,500 inspections will be completed within five (5) years (2018-2022, inclusive), and have been subdivided into 
four (4) main inspection zones (A through D).   Each property owner will receive an information package in the spring of their 
inspection year to detail how and when to contact WSP to arrange for a preferred inspection date and time. The information 
package will also include an overview of what to expect during the inspection process and a questionnaire about your septic system 
that you are recommended to fill out and return to WSP prior to, or during, the inspection.  

Each inspection will take approximately one (1) hour to complete and it is mandatory that the property owner, or a representative 
over the age of 18, be present during the inspection process.  It will also be required for the property owner to ensure that the 
septic tank lid(s) are exposed prior to the arrival of the Inspector.  Certificate letters will be mailed to those properties that do not 
require remedial action(s).  Properties that have improperly functioning systems will receive a remedial action letter outlining the 
deficiencies and documenting the required actions and timelines for corrective measures. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION 
In order to provide additional information and to answer questions, WSP and the Township of Algonquin Highlands are pleased to 
invite you to the Septic Re-Inspection Program Information Session or “Septic Social” on August 26, 2017, from 10:00 am 
until 1:00 pm, at the Dorset Recreation Centre, 1051 Main Street, Dorset, ON.  This session is designed to introduce you to the 
WSP project team and provide further information regarding the purpose of the inspections, the scheduling of inspections, and 
provide an overview of the inspection process itself.  Attendance of this session is encouraged, however it is not mandatory. 

As the program progresses, should you have any questions please feel free to contact: 

Kathryn Stasiuk, EIT 
Project Co-ordinator for the Township of Algonquin Highlands Re-Inspection Program 

or 
Michael Varty, P.Eng. 

Senior Project Manager for the Township of Algonquin Highlands Re-Inspection Program 

at 1-800-263-7419 (in Canada only) , 1-905-750-3080 x16319, or by e-mail at algonquinhighlands.info@wsp.com.   

On behalf of WSP, we look forward to working with you to ensure a safe, healthy, environment for years to come. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

 

Kathryn Stasiuk, EIT 
Project Co-ordinator | Septic Re-Inspection Program 

Michael Varty, P.Eng. 
Senior Project Manager | Septic Re-Inspection Program 

 
KSR/nah 
 
   
WSP ref.: 171-08756-00 

 



 
Township of Algonquin Highlands WSP Canada Inc.  
Building Department Septic Re-Inspection Project Team  
1123 North Shore Road 126 Don Hillock Drive, Suite 2 
Algonquin Highlands, Ontario Aurora, Ontario 
K0M 1J1 L4G 0G9 
705-489-2379 1-289-984-0432 or toll-free at 1-800-263-7419 (in Canada only)  
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June 18, 2018 
 
Re: Township of Algonquin Highlands Septic Re-Inspection Program 

Septic Questionnaire 
 
Dear Property Owner, 
 
Please complete the following Questionnaire to your best abilities (you may leave sections blank if unknown). WSP 
encourages you to have this Questionnaire available for review by the WSP Inspector at the time of your inspection to 
aid in the inspection process. 

Septic Questionnaire 

Inspection Property (Municipal Address): _________________________________________________ 

Occupancy Data (fill out all that apply) 

Residential  □       Seasonal  □  or  Permanent  □ 

Finished Floor Area: _________________  Number of Bedrooms: _________________ 
 

Commercial □   

Type of Occupancy: Office □   Restaurant □   Store □   Service Station □   Other__________________________ 
 
Please fill in all that apply: 

Finished Floor Area:       __________________    Number of Employees: _______________ 

Number of Fuel Nozzles: _________________     Number of Water Closets: _____________ 

Institutional □   

Type of Occupancy: Church □   School/Day Care □   Hall □   Other__________________________ 
 
Please fill in all that apply: 

Finished Floor Area:       ____________________    Number of Employees: _______________ 

Building Capacity or Usage: _________________    Number of Water Closets: _____________ 

 

Water Supply Data 
What type of water supplies exist on your property (please check all that apply): 

Dug/Bored Well□   Surface Water□    Municipal□    Drilled Well□     Sand Point□     Cistern□          
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Sewage System Data 

What type of septic system(s) do you have (check all that apply): 

Class 1 (Privy/Outhouse) □  Class 2 (Greywater Pit) □  Class 3 (Cesspool) □    
Class 4 (Septic Tank/Treatment Unit & Leaching Bed) □   Class 5 (Holding Tank) □    
 
If known, please identify the type and size of sewage tankage (i.e. Septic Tank, Holding Tank, etc.) 

Septic Tank (if present): Size/Volume ____________   Imp Gal□  Litres □  US Gal□   

Holding Tank (if present): Size/Volume ____________   Imp Gal□  Litres □  US Gal□   

 
If known, please identify other septic system components (if present): 

Balancing/Pump Tank □   Distribution Box    □  
Advanced Treatment Unit   □ Advanced Treatment Unit Type/Supplier:________________________    

                                                  Servicing Company:__________________________________________     

System Age 

Date of last pump-out: Month/Year: _________________   
Approximate installation date of septic system component(s):      Month/Year: _________________   

General sketch of the property: 

Please include the locations and approximate distances between septic system components (tank, bed, greywater pit), 
structures (house, shed, garage), surface water features, and onsite/neighbouring wells. You may supply a copy of your 
permit in replacement of this sketch, if available. Please ensure that all documentation supplied to WSP are not the original 
document(s) as they will not be returned to the owner. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 
 

What kinds of systems are inspected as part of this program? 

This program will include inspection of all five (5) classes of on-site sewage systems, as regulated by the 

Ontario Building Code (Part 8) detailed further below: 

CLASSES OF ON-

SITE SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS 

CHARACTERISTICS OF 

SYSTEM 

HOW TO PREPARE FOR 

YOUR INSPECTION 

Class 1: Privy, 

Outhouse 

Portable privy, Outhouse over 

gravel pit.  

Ensure structure is vermin-proof 

(no possible access for mice, etc., 

into pit through doors/walls) and 

that pit is not exposed at grade. 

Class 2: Greywater 

Systems 

Greywater gravel pit, does not 

receive human waste. Includes 

outdoor showers.  

Ensure that there are no illegal 

discharges from the system and the 

system does not receive human 

waste.  

Class 3: Cesspools Gravel pit that only receives human 

waste, often used as overflow for 

composting toilets.  

Ensure that there are no illegal 

discharges from the system and the 

system only receives human waste. 

Class 4: Septic Tank 

and Leaching Bed 

Sewage effluent goes from a septic 

tank to a tile bed or filter bed (i.e. 

weepers/runs). Tank is typically 

pumped every 3-5 years to remove 

accumulated solids. 

Expose septic tank lid(s). Most 

tanks have two (2) chambers and 

both have an access lid. Expose 

both prior to inspection. 

 

Class 4: With Advanced 

Treatment Unit 

Similar to a standard Class 4, with 

additional treatment tank(s), 

serviced annually, will often 

include blowers/aeration. 

Have a current Treatment Unit 

Servicing Agreement ready for the 

inspection. Have all other tanks 

exposed (pumping chambers or 

additional tanks). 

Class 5: Holding Tank Tank is pumped frequently (every 

few weeks) or before it fills. There 

is no discharge to the environment.  

Attain haulage agreement with local 

contractor and have a copy onsite. 

Ensure tank is equipped with a high 

level alarm. Expose holding tank 

lid(s) or access hatch. 

 

Frequently asked questions have been provided on the reverse of this page for reference. For any further 

inquiries, please contact WSP at ah.info@wsp.com or 289-984-0432. 
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Why inspect septic systems?  

Septic systems that have not been maintained or were poorly installed can pose a human health and 

environmental risk. Inspections can help ensure the system has a long and useful life as well as being 

proactive with respect to environmental/lake water protection.     

What if I have an Advanced Treatment Unit? 

Servicing of advanced treatment units is specific to the treatment unit itself and does not typically include 

a review of the other components of the system. WSP will therefore be required to complete a re-

inspection at these properties to ensure all other maintenance requirements are being met. A current 

(2018) Treatment Unit Servicing Agreement must be presented to WSP during the inspection. Examples 

of advanced treatment unit manufacturers include: Waterloo Biofilter, Norweco, Aquarobic, MicroFAST, 

EcoFlow, BioNest, etc.  

What is considered “sufficient clearance to remove lid(s)”? 

The earth must be removed above the lid(s) and a perimeter large enough for the inspector to use a 

crowbar to shift or lift the lid(s) off, approximately 1 square meter (10 square feet). If the lid(s) are under 

a deck then there must be a hatch installed or planks removed to allow the inspector vertical space above 

the lids to complete the inspection fully, approximately 2 meters (6.5 feet). If an access port for a holding 

tank is accessible but the tank lids are under a permanent structure such as a driveway or building then the 

access port may be suitable for the inspection.  

What if I don’t know what type of system I have or where the lid(s) are located? 

Contacting the Township of Algonquin Highlands or WSP for permit details is one method for 

determining what system is present. If the location of the tank lid(s) is unknown then locate the outlet 

pipe from the house, the septic tank typically begins 1.5 meters (5 feet) from that point and the lids are 

buried 0.3 meters (1 foot) under the soil. Look for disturbed or dead patches of grass, or call a plumber or 

licensed septic installer. 

Do I have to pump the tank before the inspection? 

No, WSP does not require the septic tank to be pumped prior to the inspection.  

My Holding Tank/Septic Tank is made of metal, will that be an issue? 

Unfortunately, metal tanks are prone to corrode and can be both structurally unsafe and environmentally 

damaging due to leaking of sewage effluent into the groundwater. While they may have historic permits, 

metal tanks will require a remedial action for a new tank as part of this program.  

What if I have an old system that we no longer use, such as an outhouse? 

All Classes of septic systems must be inspected if they are still in a state that could possibly be used; this 

can include an old outhouse being used as a storage shed, or a septic tank that still has plumbing 

connecting the system to the building and is not decommissioned.  
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What is a Septic System?  

Septic systems are wastewater treatment units commonly found in rural areas where municipal sewers 
are not available. 

Common onsite 
sewage systems 

Characteristics of System How to prepare  
for your inspection 

Class 1: Privy, Outhouse Portable privy, Outhouse over 
gravel pit. 

Ensure structure is vermin-proof 
and that pit is not exposed at 
grade. 

Class 2: Greywater 
systems 

Greywater gravel pit, does not 
receive human waste. 

Ensure that there are no illegal 
discharges from the system and 
the system does not receive human 
waste.  

Class 4: Septic Tank and 
Leaching Bed 

Sewage effluent goes from a 
septic tank to a tile bed or filter 
bed (i.e. weepers/runs). Tank is 
typically pumped every 3-5 years 
to remove accumulated solids. 

Expose septic tank lid(s). Most 
tanks have two (2) chambers and 
both have an access lid. Expose 
both prior to inspection. 

Class 4: with Advanced 
Treatment Unit 

Similar to a standard Class 4, with 
additional treatment tank(s), 
serviced annually, will often 
include blowers/aeration. 

Have a current Treatment Unit 
Servicing Agreement ready for the 
inspection. 

Class 5: Holding Tank Tank is pumped frequently (every 
few weeks) or before it fills. 
There is no discharge to the 
environment.  

Attain haulage agreement with 
local contractor and have a copy 
onsite. Ensure tank is equipped 
with a high level alarm. 

 
Class 3 (Cesspool) systems will also be inspected if encountered, however it is noted that Cesspools are 
uncommon in Ontario.  

Why inspect septic systems?  

Septic systems that have not been maintained or were poorly installed can, pose a human health and 
environmental risk. Inspections can help identify current or potential future problems with the system. 
This helps ensure the system has a long and useful life as well as being proactive with respect to 
environmental/lake water protection.     
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What if I have an Advanced Treatment Unit? 

Servicing of advanced treatment units is specific to the treatment unit itself and does not typically 
include a review of the other components of the system. WSP will therefore be required to complete a 
re-inspection at these properties to ensure all other maintenance requirements are being met. A 
current Treatment Unit Servicing Agreement must be presented to WSP during the inspection. 
Examples of advanced treatment unit manufacturers include: Waterloo Biofilter, Norweco, Aquarobic, 
MicroFAST, EcoFlow, BioNest, etc.  

Do I have to expose the lids to my tank? 

Yes, Class 4 tanks commonly have two (2) tank lids and both must be exposed. If they are buried under 
grass or a garden then the earth must be removed above the lid(s) and a perimeter large enough for the 
inspector to use a crowbar to shift or lift the lid(s) off. If the lid(s) are under a deck then there must be a 
hatch installed or planks removed to allow the inspector vertical space above the lids to complete the 
inspection fully. If an access port for a holding tank is accessible but the tank lids are under a 
permanent structure such as a driveway or building then the access port may be suitable for the 
inspection.  

What if I don’t know what type of system I have or where the lid(s) are located? 

Contacting the Township of Algonquin Highlands for permit details is one method for determining 
what system is present. A local pumper can also help determine what system is present and where the 
lid(s) are located.   

Do I have to pump the tank before the inspection? 

No, WSP does not require the septic tank to be pumped prior to the inspection.  

What if I have an old system that we no longer use, such as an outhouse? 

All Classes of septic systems must be inspected if they are still in a state that could possibly be used; this 
can include an old outhouse or tank that still has plumbing connecting the system to the building and 
is not decommissioned by filling the tank with stones, gravel or concrete.  

Do I have to be at my property during my inspection time? 

Yes, an owner or a representative over the age of 18 must be present during the inspection time. This 
will aid in the inspection process and allow the inspector to provide information about the system such 
as maintenance requirements.  

 



 
 

  

WSP Canada Inc.  Township of Algonquin Highlands 
Septic Re-Inspection Project Team Building Department 
126 Don Hillock Drive, Suite 2 1123 North Shore Road  
Aurora, Ontario  Algonquin Highlands, Ontario 
L4G 0G9 K0M 1J1 
1-289-984-0432 or toll-free 1-800-263-7419 705-489-2379 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

SEPTIC SOCIAL 
SEPTIC RE-INSPECTION PROGRAM INFORMATION SESSION 

 
 

DATE:  Sunday May 20, 2018 
TIME:  10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

LOCATION:  Dorset Recreation Centre 
1051 Main Street, Dorset, On 

 
 

The Township of Algonquin Highlands and WSP invite you to attend an information  
session regarding the upcoming Septic Re-Inspection Program. The inspections are set to 
begin in 2018.  
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with the WSP Project Team to familiarize themselves with the inspection process.  
The information session will also allow WSP to address questions related to the Septic  
Re-Inspection Program. 

The Information Session will include a 45 minute presentation by WSP, and the 
remaining time will be designated as a question and answer period and an informal open 
house where residents are encouraged to meet the Project Team. 

If you are unable to attend the Information Session, please note that homeowners are 
encouraged to refer to the Introduction Letter mailed to each property owner, or to 
contact WSP directly for more information.  

To contact WSP directly, please email the Project Team at ah.info@wsp.com or by calling 
us at 289-984-0432, or toll-free at 1-800-263-7419 (in Canada only). 


